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CHRYSTA
Castañeda
Founder and CEO,  
The Castañeda Firm

C hrysta Castañeda took a brief sab-
batical from practicing law in 2013 
to work in crisis communications, 
but then she dove right back into 

the legal field  in 2014 and founded her own 
law firm after realizing she had missed being 
a trial lawyer. 

Castañeda is the owner and founder of 
The Castañeda Firm. She said she wanted to 
form a woman-centric company where she 
could offer opportunities to women and pass 
on her own expertise as well. 

The four-person firm represents litigation 
clients in the oil and gas and energy industry, 
and others as well. The firm’s clients include 
Primexx Energy Partners President and CEO 
Tom Fagadau and BP Capital Founder and 
CEO and Chairman T. Boone Pickens. 

In 2016, the firm’s first clients were Pickens 
and his company, Mesa Petroleum Partners. 
Castañeda won a $145 million verdict for 
the company in a high-profile jury trial 
involving oil and gas rights. Mesa Petroleum 
sued J. Cleo Thompson and three Midland oil 
companies, and said the companies didn’t 

uphold an agreement in 2007 to acquire and 
drill over 160 oil wells in Reeves and Pecos 
counties. The case was the fifth-largest verdict 
in Texas, according to Texas Lawyer, and one 
of the largest cases in the country that year 
according to the National Law Journal. 

As a result of winning Pickens’ case, 
Castañeda was selected to the National 
Law Journal’s list of Elite Trial Lawyers for 
2018. She also owns public relations firm 
Canterbury Communications, which helps 
clients with both legal and public relations 
challenges that they face.

Castañeda spoke with the Dallas Business 
Journal about starting her law firm, why 
she loves her job and her involvement in the 
community:

Why did you take a sabbatical and then 
decide to start your own law firm? The 
practice of law is a marathon, not a sprint, 
if you’re going to do it for your entire career. 
And in 2013, I had just tried a big case in 
the year before I had just come off a run for 
Congress. And I was in the “Let’s still try new 

things, and let’s get out there and explore 
some other avenues.” So I did that. I went to 
an international public relations business. But 
then, I really found that I missed the attorney-
client relationship, which is unlike any other 
business relationship that I know of. Clients 
can tell you their most vulnerable and difficult 
problems. And they look to me to fix them, 
and that’s just a really special relationship. 

So tell me a bit about your involvement 
in the community the Dallas community 
in general? I am on the board of the 
Texas Women’s Foundation, which gives 
philanthropy to women and women’s 
organizations to promote women’s financial 
independence, health and education. I was 
the chair of the board for Ignite Texas, which 
is a 501(c)(3) organization. It’s a nonpartisan 
organization that seeks to inspire political 
ambition in young women and college-aged 
girls, to encourage them to run for office. 
I’ve been active in a number of political 
organizations and my local church.

—Rebecca Ayers

JAKE DEAN
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